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Christopher Grief #85395-053 ‘ : 1 JORIGINAL
MDC Brooklyn :
P.0. Box 320002 ,

Brooklyn, NY 11232

BECEIVEMR

Plaintiff, pro se
UNTTED STATES DISIRICT QOURT MAY - 7 201%
r FASTFRN DISIRICT OF NBW YORK
CHRISTOPHER GRIEF, | PRO SE OFFICE
Plaintiff,
VoS Case No.
ped ‘ | AMENDED
K. ASK-CARLSON, warden of i COMPLAINT ‘ :
MDC Brooklyn, sugrn?lhce)r official 5-cV-2465 (P kc)(Jo)
capacity, |
Defendant.

X
QOMES NOW, Christopher Grief #85395-053, Plaintiff pro se, who presents the following civil-
rights camplaint and claim for declaratory and injunctive relief as follows;.
I: INTRODUCITON
1.  This action places before the court a lawsuit involving the administration of MDC Brooklyn.
(A federal Detention facility)

N This complaint alleges that the defendant, by thier acts and ommisions, have placed a
substantial burden on the plaintiffs excercise of religion in violation of the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act. ("RFRA")

II: PARTTES

3 CHRISTOPHER GRIEF #85395-053 ("'Plaintiff") is a pre-trialiinmate in the custody of the
Metropolitan ‘Detention Center in Brookyn, NY ("MDC Brooklyn''). At all times relevant to this action,
Plaintiff was housed at MDC Brooklyn, 80 29th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232.

4. K. ASK-CARLSON ("Defendant), ét all times relevant to this action, was and is currently
the Warden of MDC Brooklyn. She holds custody of the plaintiff. She is being sued in her official |
capacity as the warden of MDC Brooklyn. .

5. Defendant has désignated chaplains in the institutions Religious Services department
to process requests for religious accamidation. The defendant remains the ultimate authority for

approving these requests,
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6.  This court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28.U.S.C. § 1331 and 1343(a)(4).
© IV: REGIIOUS RELIEF AND PRACTICE
7. Plaintiff engages in med:l.tatLon as part of his quest to achieve spiritual erﬂ:ghtenment
8. Plamtlffbehevsevexyttm)ghasaspmtmlememe;tolt. : a
9. Plamt:n.fflnsastrongspmtualcomecuonmththespmmlessenoeofstuffedammls. ’
10. Inorderforplamnffwnedltatemebgtmt}emtdosomﬂlﬂxepr@ameof
at least two stuffed ‘amimals. ,
V:Sl‘A’lE‘E@I‘(FHCIS
1. ﬁeplainﬁffsxbﬁtteda"kemmthtaff'mﬂerdigiasservimdéparmmm
‘December 24, 2014requeﬁtmgpezmsx|.ontolnvetwostuffedamnalsserx1mtoh]mandtokeeplt
:|.nh15property for his religious practices.
12.  On December 2, 2014 Plaintiff was told by a chaplain to complete the form BP-A0822 in

14, In-thedasteveek of Jammry 2015:the plaintiff asked the chaplain to provide confimation
ofrets:ept"andmfom:lnm:fmlrfurﬂm:actlmvas*remmed by h:|.m He never recieved a response
15. On February 9, 2015 the plaintiff submitted the same requést, formally, to the defendant.
He never recieved é response to this request. » |

16.  Both reciept and possesion of stuffed animals in the institution would require specific
written approval by the defendant. |

o VI: CAISE OF ACTTON |

17  Defendants have not approved for the plaintiff to recieve and posess two stuffed animals.

18. Pla:mffmtheuseofstuffedammlstopmctlcelnsrehgmn.

19, Dlsapprovdofﬂueplmnmffsreqwstmreaeveardms&mauffedmumlsbyﬂn
defendantﬂacesasubsmnualhrdwmhsexca'msofrehgl.mmmhumofﬂeRFRAmddo&s
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not further any compelling government interest.
VII: RELIEF REQUESTED

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests that this court grant the following reliefN

20. Declaratory relief, declaring that the act and ammisions of the defendant have violated
Plaintiffis rights, and stating the defendants duties vith respect to those rights;

21, Injunctive relief, comanding the defendants to (1) allow Plaintiff to purchase two stuffed
animals to be receiva;' at the institution by a source and means to be negotiated, (2) allow Plaintiff
to posess, in his property, those two ‘stuffed animals, and to (3) provide Plaintiff with a property

sheet for them that indicates he is allowed to have them in his property;

22, Any other relief that this court may deem just and proper.
Respectfully Submitted this 8th day of April, 2015.
; Z,\/ s ST

Christopher Grief
#85395-053 '

VIII: VERIFICATION
Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I, Christopher Grief, declare and verify, under penalty of perjury
under “the laws of the United States Of America, that I have read the foregoing and that it is true
and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Dated this 8th Day of April, 2015. /%v /Z\/

Chiristhpher Grief
#85395-053
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